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FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION

20X 271, RYACK. NEW YORK 10940 914/35374601 FAX: 914735874524

For immediate release
Contact: Richard Deats
Date: September 30, 1994

NATIONAL PEACE ORGANIZATION EXPRESSES OUTRAGE AT
FURTHER "ENOLA GAY' REVISIONS

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is outraged by yesterday's announcement that
the National Air and Space Museum has adopted further changes to its planned exhibit
on the atomnic bornbing of Japan.

~The Smithsonian had already made extensive changes to its original script, in
response to pressure from military and veteran's groups. These changes had already
compromised the integrity of the exhibit, by presenting the atomic bombing as a justified
response to Japanese aggressian,” said Jo Becker, Executive Director of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation. Becker was a member of a delegation of rational peace leaders that met
with Smithsonian officials on September 20 to discuss the exhibit.

“These additional changes orly reinforce that view, and gloss over the
devastation brought on Hiroshina and Nagasaki as a result of the bombing. Two

"hundred thousand people died immediately from the bombing, and tens of thousands

more died in the decades following from radiaﬁon—inducéd maladies. The idea that even
the dial of a wristwatch indicating the time of the bombing is too “emotionally charged”
to include in the exhibit is outrageous.”

*The American Legion has insisted that the exhibiton emphasize estimates of
casualties that would have resulted from a US invasion of Japan. However, the notion
that the bombing made an invasion unnecessary is directly contradicted by US
intelligence studies that show that US leaders were aware of Japan's intent to surrender
well before the bombing. In light of this knowledge, adding references to the possibility
of up to 5 million US and Japanese casualtes is completely irresponsible.”

- more -
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CONCERNED WITH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND JUSTICE. NONVIOLENT ALTERNATIVES TO CONELICT, AND THE RIGHTS OF

CONSCIENCE. AN lNTER_F_I_\{II:'I_I_’f_(;l‘FIS:T’ORGANMION. THE £.O.R, HAS MEMBERS FROM MANY REUGIOUS AND ETHNIC TRADINONS, IT 15 PART

aaalatathi S L YA CENE AGBELIOT AND AFFLIATES IN 40 COUNTRIES ON ALL CONIINENTS. t



- WY/ YU/ YA 1o:lb Yo wd VAR E 1 VSN 31 CUDl ARPALRD —w DAIN WIUU4/ U4

d CEP-30-1994 ©@1:1B

"The changes forced by American Legion pressure do not create a balanced
exhibit. On the contrary, these changes are a disservice to all Americans. As a nation, we
need an honest reflection on the US bombing and its enormous cost to humanity, not an
uncritical glorification of the US war effort.”

Becker participated in a September 20 meel-ing with Smithsonian offidals,
including Air and Space Museum Director Martin Harwit, Chair of Aeronautics Tom
Crouch, exhibit curator Mike Neufeld, among others. The delegation also induded _
Catholic Bishop Thornas Gumbleton (Archdiocese of Detroit), John Dear S.J. (Pax Christi
UsA), Audrey Cardwell (Nuclear Carnpaign, Greenpeace), Bill Frankel-Strait (Catholic
Worker), Elizabeth McAlister and Michele Naar-Obed (Jonah House, Baltimore). Copies
of the recommendations presented by the delegation at the meeting are available from

the Fellowship of Recondiliation.
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