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VIETNAM The Honorable Larry McDonald -

VETERANS United States House of __Representativeb
MEMORIAL Washington, DC 20515
FUND :
casEIoR Dear Ccmgresm McDonald: ; | &
John P, Wheeler Il Esq.* - . soam
bl I read the recent discussion of the Vietnam Veterans' ' AmmA buchm
—_— Memorial that you éntered into the .Congré.ssional.necord on mm:'cum“‘“"-.
m@am,, Ea February 15, 1983. While I disagree with your Statementss Chaman and Chid fxcutve
/. £ ' Tiger International
John C. Morison, Esq.* I certainly don't mind that you took the time to express 1 " e
i b 7 your feelings about the memorial's design. As a veteran Dot e

John O. Woods Jr., P.E*

Aty

2 H:
who was wounded and decorated for valor in Vietnam, I will ;Mmm

Munro

STAFF :
Jan Crig Scruges* always cherish the principles of ouf great natiom, Presdent : :
Col. Robert A. Carter, USAF, Ret.® especially the right to express one's opinion. Edmund TP te. |
ey pizer, .
W“mm There are a couple of facts that you should be aware Lo Vol |
et ~eational Sshue 1 of, hhowever, and I am glad to have this opportunity to i o &
:.'“::::Tm provide you with some information that I am sure you will TA Wi 'ii
Oeoix e Pabpoel Shar find to be of interest. Soeing Company -;
Campaign Director . . {
T oG Regarding your discussion on the fine quality of ) |
AFRIE TRNG< Ausriach American granite, you are indeed correct and certainly the {
::"m..":',,,.,_ o example that you gave about the great quantity of granite
e of Caliisbis exported to Japan from Elberton, Georgia shows that this 1is
Rocky Bleier® true.
Ruben Bonilla
enee i Coioms ALAC) The point that I would like to make is that there are !
Vi e, W ded to attain |
many kinds of granite. The type of granite nee
i'u”'c;'::"' the highly polished, reflective surface that is on the |
Rosalynn 3.'1;..’““‘"‘“”’”"‘ Vietnam Veterans Memorial and on the base of the Iwo Jima
The Hon. Mix Cléland* Memorial is only found in three countries: Sweden, South
K’::w Africa and India. The Iwo Jima Memorial in Arlington used
Gon. Nigha 5. Dovinsgs USA. Ro:* granite from Sweden. We used granite from India. I was not
O3 Ay, f"'.;':' mm«. happy with this situation, but there is simply no granite in this i
e o country with the particular qualities that were needed for ;
v the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. You can be certain, Congressman i
S Ty e McDonald, that neither the U.S. Marines who built the Iwo Jima |
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C5.C. Memorial nor my organization had any unpatriotic motives by not |
::hr-wdmm using American granite. |
Gen. David C. Jones, USAF (Ret)* 1
xmebrmu:'m No one appreciates being quoted out of context and I do believe 1
Araerica Logon ¥ that I was in your remarks. I am certainly proud that I had the |
st sy opportunity to serve our country in Vietnam. I was not drafted, !
Carl T. Rowan but rather volunteered for the military and for combat duty. It is |
ﬂm. unfortunate that you implied otherwise, but I can certainly |
Jimmy Stewart understand that these things do happen from time to time. .
wa:.ﬂdwdm
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‘This :l.; not. the case. Both the flag and statuary will be close to - ;2
the memorial. I feel atrongly that these elements will enhance - :
'th mm greatly. ‘

Pt H‘h:lh I do respect your op:l.nion on the memorial design, I object .
' to your reference to it as the "Black Hole of Calcutta”. Vietnam

*"  yeterans have come from every state to see their memorial and it is

well respected. Parents of the war's casualties have come from as

far away as Alaska to see their son's name. They are always proud

and thankful that this memorial exists.

e T ST v —

Probably no memorial design could please everyone. This is a il
fact that we accepted even during the initial planning for the project. g

The existence of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, however, has done

a great deal to help those who served feel that their sacrifices are
appreciated. The memorial was built with private contributions from

" 4ndividual Americans and with the help of the American Legion, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars and nearly every veteran's organization in
existence. This has been a difficult project, but we have succeeded
because of the help from many patriotic Americans who have freely
given of their time and talent to help us succeed.

Again.' thank you for expressing your opinion. I would be glad
to meet with you anytime at the Viétnam Veterans Memorial to discuss
your ideas face to face.

Sincerely,

Jan C. Scruggs ,
President
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