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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

FROM:

SUBJECT:

l.

Robert A. Carter
‘Executive Vice President

Apology Statement for WDVM

t the Board of Directors Meeting on June 7, 1984, the
attached was approved as an apology statement that VVMF
wou:d like for WDVM to make on behalf of VVMF as part
of the efforts to resolve the Channel 9 series.
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wpVM (Ch. 9) APOLOGY STATEMENT

Last November, Channel 9's News Department ran a series
of reports on financial and other aspects of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund, Inc., the organization responsible
for building the Vietnam Veterans Memorial here in
Washington, D.C., honoring the men and women of the armed

forces who served in the Vietnam war.

This series reported on charges made to our news staff
by sources who believed there were major improprieties
involved in the operation of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
Fund, and the use of some $9 million donated by the public

to finance construction of the memorial and other related

activities.

geveral weeks after the Channel 9 series by
Investigative Reporter Carlton Sherwood, who no longer 1is
employed by this station, the General Accounting Office was
asked by several members of Congress and VVMF to

investigate the situation that had arisen due to the WDVM

series.
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After an extensive investigation of 5 1/2 months, GAO

on May 23rd issued its report to Congress. The report,

signed by the Comptroller General of the United States,

found that "the Fund's financial operations had been

conducted in a proper and legal manner. GAO also

investigated a number of specific allegations regarding the

Fund and found no evidence of any improper OrT illegal

actions.”

Channel 9 undertook the investigation of VVMF with the

sincere interest of a responsible news organization. While

it was underway, VVMF officials contacted Channel 9 to

disavow the allegations. The more they talked, the more we

were convinced it was an effort to cover up wrongdoing or

.-

bad judgment.

We were wrong, as the General Accounting Office report

Whatever our sincere intentions, and

has now verified.

they were sincere, we were mistaken in not having

substantiation of the charges by our sources, many of whom

were long time adversaries of the Memorial design. We feel

it is our responsibility to admit that we erred.

We apologize to the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, to

Jan Scruggs, its President, to John Wheeler, its Chairmanj

to its Board of Directors, and to the staff for any

embarrassment caused them by the Channel 9 reports, and

congratulate the organization for the complete clean bill

of health given it by the Government Accounting Office.
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We congratulate them as well for building the very

moving and long overdue Vietnam Veterans Memorial that has

done so much to help our country and its veterans.
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