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questioned, They were Portrayed as mis fj¢ Suckers, and wWorse,

Yet their homecoming was not Complete. It will not be until
their service is recognized,

service,

pPlace.

I urge you to approve it,

CHAIRMAN BROWN: Thank you,

Next is fTon CarRart,

name ig Ton

it is fajir to say

I would first like to agree with Don Bailey,
emphasizing, in spite of CBs! derogatory comment to the con-

NO one has ever uttered racism to the contrary; that
is a low and vicioug slur, I don't care if the Pope Sub~
mitted thisg design,

Oor Atilla the Hun, you criticize the art

.
and not the artist, ’

A lot of people misunderstood what thisg memorja)

is about, ang you will have to bear with me. This jg Somea-
thing that Tips at my guts. It is very emotional,.

Let me reag briefly of something written by Pauyl

Goldeaberd o the New York Times, Thursday, October 7. "By
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unknown reasons. You have heard People comment here today

about it is hard to die, about when we were young, you must

learn to mourn, it is hard to grieve.
Sure, it is hard to grieve or mourn, but this jig

not a memorial to mourn-or.grieve. This is a memorial to honor

those who served.

later who will Say that this is a violation of the competi-
tion, this is a confusion of artistic schoolsg. I don't care.
I don't think that many of usg care, We care, Maya Lin hasg
$aid in the first place that thig was for the dead.

Well, you can come here and feel whatever you want,
It is an open black wall, you provide your emotions. That is
not good enough. This memorial must, "honor and recognize
those who served."

And ambiguous feelings ére not good enough from
sSomeone from Iowa, or Texas, who comes for their one trip in
the life of the Nation, ang Says look down there at that black

wall, that is the Vietnam Memorial that honors the 2.7 million

who served.

I am not an artist. I may be wrong. I may be ap
extremist, but I am not alone. There aren't Many who are ag
moved as I am. wWe fee] wronged by this. This Compromise jig
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literalily a Compromise, this isg not Something that was gagged

down our throats by anyone elsge. This is Something where
Vietnanm Veterans went into a room and hammered it out, and we
came out with this, and Yes, I was an extremist, apg no, I
still don't like that wall, but the compromise meang a whole
minute Piece, we will accept a statye and the flag, the statue
was a blunt appraisal of the way we were, I am moved by it.
I am pleased that thisg emotionagl] feeling could be caught up
by a man who was never there, ang yet it hag been. That is
8 work of artigtic genius,

I would humbly request that You consider the purpose

of this memorial, and the background of thig compromise, ang

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: Thank you very much.

Michael g, Davidson,

MR. DAVIDSON: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for‘asking
me to speak at this hearing,

I am 4 member of the Vietnam Veterans Advisory
Council. I am also a Veteran, I have 36 years service in

the Unitegq States Army, including service in Vietnam,

3co., e,
A"fhue. N.E.
20002




