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felt that it should be either on the hypotenuse or inside the
hypotenuse. Right there. The flag should be at the apex.

Anything else would not negate the political statement.

Mr. Chairman, 1 request that you consider this. I
would also like to enter into the record comments by Mr.
Paul Gapp, one of the leading architectural critics of the

Chicago Tribune, and I would 1like to distribute it at your

table.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN BROWN: Thank you very much.
While he is doing that, we might call on David
DeChant -- please correct me if 71 mispronounce these names -~

sSpeaking

a Revolutionary War, continued through the Civii War, through

two World Wars, the Korean War and now, 10 years later, the

Vietnam war.

To celebrate the peace, to consecrate this place,

Softly call the names of those we love, those ywe sadly and
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fearlessly missed, those who died, these words from ap

anonymous poem Written for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,

my opinion,

; and, Secondly,

to begin a healing Process, a teéconciliation of a grievous

beginning brought by the war.

I am a Vietnam Veteran who Spent 31 months in

Vietnam, I was not decorated.

I have not written a book

although 1 would 1like to, and I have not been elected to

office. But I serveg my country. I am dedicateg to the

honesty of the Memorial Fung and their friends Who have taken

an idea and have created history. I am highly honorea by the

winning design of Ms. Maya Lin. Over the last several Years,

I have observeg the process that has left me with some anger

and sadness;

against the memorial design allegedly in the name of all thej

Vietnam brothers,

through their Power andg money for spite and their ownp ego

satisfaction, anger for those who still wish to make 3

Political Statement about the war through the Temorial which

is not Permitted by law, is not the intent of Congress nor th




Finally, sadness because these self-centered

priority over the Vietnam Veterans, both living and dead, and
their families ag @ Nation, What jig most important is we have
4 most powerfyj memorial, g4 truly magnificent and heroic
Sculpture ang O0l4d Glory inp her beauty to honor the men who

served, sacrificed, suffered, died and Surviveq, It is my

Several weeks 490, I had the Pleasuyre to see the

Stonecuttey Put the finga) task on it, As we wWatched, 4 Gold
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find the name Robert s. Shuddig (phonetic). After several

minutes of looking, we found it. We backed up and observed

the father and mother touching their son's hame. They began
to cry. The father most Profusely in hisg wife's arms. ag we
approached in an awkward attempt to comfort them, the father
apalogized for crying, It was suggesteg to him there isg no
Teéason to apologize for being human and feeling the pain of
the loss of their son. It is in this vein, ladies and gentle+
men, I Strongly urge you to approve the Sculpture and the fla
staff for many reasons but, mos t importantly, for the Vietnam
veterans and their families who are still vaiting for recog-
nition ang honor, and in order to complete the necessary
requirements for the dedication of this truly historical
memorial in November of this year.

I would like to close with the following words of a
very humble man who knew well the honor of war. With malice

o

towards none, with charity towards all, to bind up the
Nation's wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the

battle, to go all which may achieve and cherish a just ang

Thank you.
CHAIRMAN BROWN: Thank you vVery much.

Next will pe Michael Milne, Director of the Veteran




