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I think Mr. Copulos, who will follow me, will indicate some
sense of how the American people, and particularly veterans,
feel about the placement of the flag. You can put the flag

—
and statufe wherever you want, and it may stay there or may

not. It may be moved by popular acclaim sometime in the

——

future. I realize that would be a highly irregular proceeding

[ —

but not impossible. It may take five years or it may take
—— —

ten years, or it may never happen, but I believe the heart-

beat of America is no better symbolized than by that flag and
\

everything tied up in it, and for which those men and women
e

died. I believe it would be a dishonorable disservice to them

o =

to separate them by even asshort a distance as acr0§§>the

field, let alone behind the trees, for a memorial that is dedi;

cated in honor of all who served.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN BROWN: Thank you very much.

General Meorge\B. Price, U.S. Army, retired.

GENERA Sir, I must confess I feel sort of in

the wrong place am neither a politician nor artist,

NS

and I do believe it is appropriate that I offer you the apolo-
gles of all of us who served our country if by innuendo or
any other fashion the dignity or integrity of this group has

been tainted. I find that regretable and, most assuredly, for
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 Proposal "B" as the first alternative, while reserving the
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those people with whom I work, extend my apologies.
Secondly, I was at that meeting that occurred in
Senator Warner's office, and if we are going to talk about
the Bailey proposal, then we ought to talk about the Davigson/
Price comprqﬂjse, because General McLain Davidson and myself

—
were the ones that went over to the VVMF and influenced them

to compromise their position in favor of adding to this
memorial those elements which we thought would make it more
complete, and by that meaning that we would add the statute
and the flag, and you may be interested to know that the VVMF,
on its own accord, had already considered the flag at that
point, and thought it appropriate, and that they wanted to
treat the entire two acres as a monument, and we seem to lose
sight of that, focusing so much on the wall, and I do believe,
if my memory serves me correct, that from that meeting it was

decided by popular vote, if you will, that we would submit

s
other two which are presented by the VVMF, in the event the

processes decided that was not aesthetically proper and was

not decided on -- I think that is correct -- so we were con-
sidering a put-down on the premises of the first alternative
that came out of that meeting, but not all of the alternativeJ

and we did consider them all, and I think that is important,
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and the decision was we would recommend to you that proposal

jn all faith and honesty, and if it became a matter oﬁ)con-

p—

troversy and could not be approved, we would withdray it and

come to you with another proposal, and I think thag}is the

way it happened. At no time was there any indication, by
innuendo, and I learned that word since I have been in this --
I really like it -- or otherwise that you have been bought,
politicized, begged, put down, or any other way influenced to
arrive at a decision before you knew what it was that you
were deciding. And so I urge you, one, to recognize that this
procedure did occur, and, two, as all heroes, do what you
think is in the best interest of this country, based on your
legal and lawful responsibilities, and let the rest of it be
damned.

I sort of feel that, and you know, Jan, you are a
dear friend and I love you very much, but I am sort of feel-
ing like many people felt about Martin Luther King -- I hope

T ——— e ———___>

you don't have no more dreams soon. We can bring this dream

to reality and we can bring this one to fruition, and I hope
you keep awake and don't dream, but I can assure you we have
nothing but the best of intentions and I can assure you we
are trying to do something in the best interest of our |

country, and whether you take a zillion or a million.number
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of the location of the remaining parts of the memorial. I
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of veterans, the real thing that is important to them is that
they have a place to come to, and that is important because
it symbolizes a dedication and an era in their lives that is
very important, and I think we can present this memorial to
them in a fashion we can all be proud of, and I trust your
judgment in that respect.

Thank you, sir.

CHATRMAN 3 ROWN: Thank you very much.

Jolt, from VFW,.
r. Chairman and members of the Commission|:
. Holt, and I am the Executive Director of

the Veterans of Foreign Wars Washington office, and I appear

Wars regarding the three proposals presented before you for
locating the sculpture and flag staff at the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial,

As you know, the VFW represents almost two million

veterans who served their country overseas during a period of

— O

war, Of that membership, well over half a million are veteran
who served in Vietnam.
I certainly thank you for the opportunity to bring

the views of our membership to assist in the final selection




